=<" 
¢ ma 
Bae 


love this time of year. 

Families decorate their homes for the 
holidays. Traditions take on new impor- 
tance. The kids visit and I have to guess 
what I should get my wife for the 
holidays. 

However the new year also gives me a 
chance to catch my breath and replay the 
past year. 

It’s been interesting, hasn’t it? 

We dealt with a major emergency on I- 
78 and a budget shortfall. We opened 
the final piece of Rte. 55. We broke 
ground on improvements to several other 
state roads. And, we continued work on 
I-287 and Rte. 18. 

We also completed the Transportation 
Plan for the next five years, helped create 
two new Transportation Management 
Associations and received our first appli- 
cation for a Transportation Development 
District. 

Few of the traveling public realize the 
tremendous effort needed to make their 
trip to the malls and grandma’s house 


Holiday Highlights 


Back to our future 


NJDOTers share their visions 
of what transportation will be 
like in 2000. 


Broad Street bound 


Bridgeton crew supervisor 
to make first march with the 
Mummers on New Year's Day. 


On our cover... 


Cassandra Bowens, Ivan Roach, Paul Pearson, Bill 
Kaulfers, Demitro Kozak, Debbie Crest, Lori Henderson, 
Meg Palmer, Rick Tilton and Sheree Davis were some of 
the NJDOTers who shared their visions of the Department 
in 2000. 
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safe and enjoyable. But I do, and I want 
to take a moment to say thank you. 

Thanks for clearing snow at 3 a.m. on 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Thanks for reopening I-78 less than 
four months after fire ruined the bridge 
outside Newark. 

Thanks for giving something back to 
the community through the State 
Employees Charitable Campaign. 

Of course, the "90s mark the start of an 
interesting change in the NJDOT’s 
mission. 

We’ve run out of room to build major 
new highways. Our focus will change 
from building new roads to maintaining 
what we’ve got. And innovative, maybe 
inconvenient, solutions to highway 
congestion will be proposed as we 
approach 2000. 

Whatever the future holds for 
transportation, the competent, caring and 
committed employees of the NJDOT will 
play a major role. 


Thomas H. Kean, Governor 
Robert A. Innocenzi, Acting Commissioner 
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News Briefs 


Damaged I-78 
bridge reopens 


The last two portions of 
the I-78 bridge reopened in 
December less than four 
months after an early 
morning trash fire in 
August damaged the east- 
west artery. 

Traffic was temporarily 
routed onto the undamaged 
eastbound span within nine 
days of the fire. Three 
westbound local lanes reo- 
pened to traffic on Novem- 
ber 10. 

Repairs to the damaged 
span cost just over $5 
million. 


Western link 
of I-78 opens 


The final five-mile piece 
of I-78 from the Delaware 
River at Phillipsburg to the 
Still Valley interchange in 
Pohatcong opened on 
November 21. 

The $65-million project 
completes the 67-mile 
interstate from the Holland 
Tunnel to the Delaware 
River. 

The new section will 
relieve congestion on 
Route 22 through Phil- 
lipsburg and Lopatcong. 


Employee of the 
Year due Dec. 30 


Nominations for NJDOT 
Employee of the Year are 
now being accepted. 

The nominee must 
display either exceptional 
creativity, concern for 
safety, leadership, respon- 
sibility or devotion to duty. 
Only one trait is necessary 
for nomination. 

If you believe a non- 
managerial employee 
deserves this honor, turn in 
your written nomination 
to your supervisor by 
December 30. 


Prehistoric Indian artifacts from 
7500 B.C. found at Trenton Complex 


Prehistoric Indian families 
lived and fished at the Trenton 
Complex site as early as 7500 
B.C. 

“That’s what the latest ar- 
chaeological finds suggest,” 
said NJDOT Archaeologist 
Lauralee Rappleye-Marsett. 
“We’ve found stone tools, the 
remains of campfires, cooking 
hearths and other artifacts.” 

The artifacts were found in a 
10-acre site next to Roebling 
Park in Hamilton Township. 
The site is located where 
Watsons Creek meets the 
Delaware. Rappleye-Marsett 
said the site was probably a 
popular Indian fishing area for 
hundreds of years. 

“The Indians used to gather 
in the spring to harvest the 
shad that swam north to 
spawn,” said Rappleye- 
Marsett. “Since the area had a 
number of tidal pools, we 
believe the Indians could walk 
into the tidal pools and pick up 
the trapped fish after the tide 
went out.” 

The site has been studied for 
a number of years. However, 
the current dig is particularly 
difficult. 

“Parts of the site are below 
the water table,” said Rap- 
pleye-Marsett. We had to 
install a pumping system to 
drain the water from the soil 
around our excavations. And, 
with winter approaching, we 
have to bring in heaters so we 


CONRAIL bridge gets a 


When a small child is too 
short to reach the table parents 
usually slip a booster seat on 
the chair to raise the child’s 
arms to table height. 

The booster-seat concept 
saved the state millions of 
dollars when a 1919-vintage 
CONRAIL bridge over Rtes. 
1& 9 in Elizabeth needed to be 
raised to provide clearance for 
today’s large trucks. 

Project Engineer Dan Bertin 
said the 30-inch steel bolsters 


Consultant Mike Stewart describes how the Indian artifacts 
were found at the Trenton Complex dig near Roebling Park. 


can move the soil without 
damaging the artifacts.” 

Rappleye-Marsett believes 
work on this site will be 
complete in February. How- 
ever, an NJDOT archaeologist 
will be on site when construc- 
tion begins in late 1990. 

“We will monitor the area 
during construction to look for 


had to be installed in less than 
one week to meet CONRAIL 
deadlines. 

“CONRAIL said we could 
close the tracks for a maxi- 


mum of 96 hours,” said Bertin. 


“So one Friday evening we 
began jacking up the bridge 
and installing the bolsters. By 
the following Tuesday the 
bridge was opened to railroad 
traffic.” 

The bolstering concept was 
developed by Bridge Design 


remnants of the Delaware 
Raritan Canal,” said Rap- 
pleye-Marsett. “Much of the 
canal in that area was buried 
and construction will give us a 
chance to learn more about its 
original path and design.” 

The Trenton Complex will 
connect I-195 and 295 and 
Rte. 129 just south of Trenton. 


boost 


under Division Director Bob 
Pege and Bureau Chief Paul 
Zarzeczny is believed to be a 
first for the state. Pege’s 
group studied other alterna- 
tives over several years 
including demolishing and 
rebuilding the bridge. 

The cost for the project was 
approximately $700,000 
including demolition of four 
adjacent tracks. Replacing the 
railroad bridge would have 
cost nearly $10 million. 
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"T think they will build an ea deck 
on I- 80 to reduce traffic. Thag will be 
the only way to reduce the co gestion 
that is there now.”— Jerome Jamés, 
Netcong 


“There will be a better representation of 
women in all levels of management at 
the DOT.” — Tracy Snyder, Clinton 


“There will be one unified transporta- 
tion system encompassing all modes of 
transportation including the Turnpike, 
Parkway, all of the Ports and mass tran- 
sit systems like NJ TRANSIT." — T. C. 
Chang, Michael Pilsbury, Don AI- 
banese, John Miller, Newark 


“Computers are looming larger on the 
horizon, with talk of ‘intelligent high- 
ways’ that will control our trips.” 

— Bruce Strickland, Trenton 


Jim Schilling, Newark 
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The Transporter recently asked employees the question 
"How will the NJDOT or transportation be different in 
the year 2000? "' Here are some of the answers: 


partment will eXemually 


“T think the De 


“Flectric vehicles for vanpooling and on 
‘ A PS an 8, 
carpooling will be perfected. I 
Phe enough now.” —And\ 
— Norberto Hilario, Trenton hold. . 


“We used to joke about melting snow 
on the roadways and maybe by the year 


» 2000 that won’t be a joke anymore.” 
Sa cous Fetterly, Bedminster 


“We'll probably be buying air rights to 
build double-decker roads." — Connie 
House and Don Allen, Cherry Hill 


“In the year 2000 the Department will 
essentially be a maintenance operation. 
We’ ll resurface, reconstruct and reha- 
bilitate, but we'll do almost no new 


construction.” — Chet Andres, Trenton 
"T think there will be more efficient 


communication between divisions. I 
think there will also be better training 
of employees to make them even more 
useful to the Department. ” 

— Paul Pearson, Freehold 


support me.” 
hold 


“The Parkway tolls will be $2, gas will 
be $2.25 a gallon, and it will cost $8 to 
cross the George Washington Bridge 
and Lincoln Tunnel. — Demitro 
Kozak, and Ivan Roach, Newark 


NJDOT to approach thecapital AN 


—~~~Jenges of the 21st century.” 
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“Due to funding constraints, the De- 
partment will have to concentrate on 
improving existing roadways and in- 
creasing the promotion of mass transit.” 
— William Cochran, Trenton 


“Computerized snow removal. There 
won’t be any more plows or equipment. 
It will all be done by computers.” 

— Karen Kunzer, Netcong 


“T see a computer on every desk. More 
people will work at home and send in 


their work over the phone lines? 
Dombrosky, Trenton 


Patricia M. Wood and 
Duane Barnes, Newark Susan Rubinetti, Freehold Keith Fernandez, Newark Steve Lock, Cherry Hill 


Karl Sottung, Clinton 
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Bridgeton Assistant Crew Supervisor Tom Woodward and his wife, 
Barbara, will play in Philadelphia's Mummers Parade on Jan. 1. 


On New Year’s Day, when 
many of us will be sleeping in 
after a great night of partying, 
Bridgeton Asst. Crew Supervi- 
sor Tom Woodward and his 
wife, Barbara, will rise at 4 
a.m. The Woodwards aren’t 
in love with mornings, they’re 
Mummers. 

The Woodwards will make 
their first trip down Philadel- 
phia's Broad Street New 
Year’s Day with the Runne- 
mede-based Trilby String 
Band. Tom plays the sax and 
Barbara the violin in the 65- 
member marching band. 

Founded in 1898, the band 
got its name from “Trilby,” a 
character in an early 1900s 
Philadelphia-area play. 

Unlike other bands, string 
bands may only include string 
instruments (banjos, violins, 
mandolins), reed instruments 
(clarinets, saxophones), drums 
and glockenspiels. 

The Woodwards sandwich 
the twice-a-week September- 
to-December practice sessions 
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between work, church and 
Brownie troop meetings. It’s 
a tough schedule, but 
Woodward says it’s worth it. 

“The band is like a close 
family,” said Woodward. 

“We go out of our way to help 
one another.” 

Although the Woodwards 
have played their instruments 
for more than 25 years, 
playing in the frigid New 
Year’s Day temperatures may 
prove to be a challenge. 

“Tf it’s really cold you have 
to keep your fingers off the 
sax’s valves,” said Woodward. 
“Band veterans have had skin 
peel off their fingers after they 
froze to the metal valves. 
Gloves are against the rules.” 

The work and practice are 
tough but Woodward says the 
payoff comes on noon New 
Year’s Day. 

“When the captain blows his 
whistle and we step off on 
Broad Street, I’m going to be 
one very happy person,” said 
Woodward. 


ELECTED: NJDOT Inspector General Ed Klarman was 
elected President of the NJ Certified Public Managers Society 
for 1990. Project Engineer Les Martin was elected First Vice 
President. 

BORN: Principal Engineer Richard Stoolman and his wife 
Mary, announced the birth of their 8 lb. 2 oz. daughter, Sarah 
Elizabeth, on October 5. 

MARRIED; Right of Way Negotiator Linda Ingham 
married Arnie Reed on November 11 in Florence. 

Secretarial Assistant II Dale Jammer wed Assistant to the 
Deputy Commissioner Victor Rice on November 26. The 
couple honeymooned in Las Vegas. 

THANKS: Over 300 NJDOTers received I-78 Certificates of 
Appreciation from Governor Thomas H. Kean and Acting 
Commissioner Robert Innocenzi at a November Headquarters 
Complex ceremony. 


Acting Commissioner Robert A. Innocenzi and and Governor 
Thomas H. Kean present one of the I-78 certificates to Project 
Engineer Brian Strizki. 


George Poole, Proj. Engr. Maintenance, C&M Services, 42 
yrs.; Robert E. Leahey, Regional Maintenance Engr., C&M 
Services, 40 yrs.; Orville Abbott, Proj. Engr. Materials, C&M 
Services, 36 yrs.; Edward J. Reardon, District Supervisor, 
ROW, 32 yrs.; William J. Amoriello, C&M Technician III, 
C&M Services, 28 yrs.; Francisco B. Fiesta, Sr. Engineer, 
Design ROW, 13 yrs.; Mary E. Buckley, Sr. Clerk Typist, 
Design ROW, 9 yrs. 


Anthony D’ Augustine, 74, died at Burlington County 
Memorial Hospital on November 23. D’ Augustine was a 
Principal Engineer - Transportation when he retired in 1980. 


an Na ES i © 


Leahey heads down the road 


When Robert E. Leahey 
graduated from Trenton High 
in 1949, his one ambition was 
to become acop. Needing a 
temporary job, he accepted a 
position in the Highway De- 
partment Lab. More than 40 
years later, Leahey retired as 
Regional Maintenance 
Engineer in Region III. 

“When I finally was offered 
a position on the Trenton 
Police Force, a promotion at 
the Department made me 
change my mind,” he said. “T 
haven’t regretted that 
decision.” 

In 1951, worried about the 
draft for the Korean War, 
Leahey decided to join the 
Army Reserve. Attending his 
first drill, he learned that the 
unit had been activated and he 
spent the next year on duty in 
France. 

When he returned, he 
began evening studies at 
Rider College and Rutgers 
University. 

Leahey was appointed Chief 
of Plant and Project Inspection 
in 1971 and transferred over to 
Maintenance in 1983. 


‘Mr. Mileage’ will retire in 


Most employees know 
Paul Zabicki as Personnel 
Transportation Coordina- 
tor, the man who approves 
their mileage reimburse- 
ment. The 35-year NJDOT 
veteran, who retires this 
month, is a model of 
competence and effi- 
ciency. 

Zabicki joined the De- 
partment in 1955 toruna 
multilith machine in the 
Print Shop following a 
stint as a Navy cook. 

“T was hired to set ‘cold 
type.’ In those days we 
typeset onto original 
tracings before duplicating 
them,” he recalls. “We 
once worked 24 hours 
straight to print the 


Leahey will spend part of his retirement driving his 1941 Plymouth Deluxe in local parades. 


“What I will miss most are 
the people,” he said, “we have 
a lot of good folks in the 
regions.” Leahey leaves 
behind a daughter at NJDOT, 
Pat Kubiak, Chief of Internal 
Audit, in the Office of the In- 
spector General. His second 
daughter, Kathleen Laurita, is 
a registered nurse. 


NJDOT budget request.” 

Zabicki worked 13 years in 
the Print Shop, rising through 
the ranks to become its super- 
visor until John Summers, 
Director of Central Services, 
recruited him as his Executive 
Assistant. 

“T had been a ‘hands-on’ 
supervisor,” he said, “so the 
transition to desk work was a 
little difficult.” 

Zabicki ran the division as 
Acting Director for three 
months after Summers left, 
then returned to his present 
post to work with Andrew 
Cella and current Central 
Services Director Donald 
Chiacchio. 

In 1967 Zabicki was 
honored as “‘Suggestor of the 


Leahey doesn’t expect to be 
bored by retirement. He and 
his wife, Mary, are looking 
forward to traveling in their 
trailer, and enjoying their three 
grandchildren. 

He will also remain active 
with the Central Jersey 
Antique Car Club of which he 
is vice president. Leahey 


January 


Year” for two money- 
saving recommendations for 
the Department. 

Zabicki and his wife, 
Audrey, a retired bank 
manager, have three kids. 
Two are NJDOTers. 

John is a Repairer on 
Bridge Crew 356 and Mary 
Jo Novembre is a Techni- 
cian with Management In- 
formation Systems. 

Zabicki plans to travel 
immediately after he retires. 

“T plan to use the cash I 
get from accumulated sick 
leave to take a cruise,” said 
Zabicki. 

After that, Zabicki is sure 
he can find projects around 
his Trenton and shore 
homes to keep him busy. 


enjoys appearing in parades 
and at mall shows in his 1941 
Plymouth Deluxe, a car he ob- 
tained from his aunt, Alice 
Mayer, secretary in the 
NJDOT Lab until she retired 
in 1976. He dreams of one 
day buying a 1950 Ford. “It's 
the first car I ever owned,” he 
said. 


Zabicki looks forward to taking 
a cruise when he retires. 
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This is more than a hole in the wall, it is an important stage in a construction project. If you can identify the location and the 
project, send your answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. 
It is not necessary to send the Transporter photograph with your answer. Please submit your answer by January 19. 


12 identify the Route 81 & NJ Turnpike Interchange 


Last month's Moment in History 


New Jersey 
Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue, CN 600 

Trenton, NJ 08625 


Deadline 
for the Jan./Feb. issue 
January 19. 
Send in your 
‘Good News' forms. 


Twelve NJDOTers correctly identified 
the construction shot of the Route 81 and 
NJ Turnpike Interchange13A in Eliza- 
beth. Correct replies came from: Fred 
Betz, Sr. Engineer, Region III, Design; 
Steve Ciapanna, Principal Engineer, 
Structural Evaluation; James Cosgrove 
Jr., Safety Office; Clifford A. Ellis, 
Director, Regional Design; John Jamer- 
son, Sr. Engineer, Region III Materials; 


Richard Kraemer, Truck Driver, Region 
III; Raymond Kropinack, Sr. Right of 
Way Appraiser; Mark J. Smith, Principal 
Engineer, Transportation Systems 
Research; Henry Soloway, Project 
Engineer, Region II Design, Newark; 
Jack Stemkowski, C & M Technician III, 
Newark; Tom Thatcher, Policy Analysis, 
Mitchell Zajac, C & M Technician III, 
Region III. 
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Happy Holidays 


